GREATER MARATHON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CONNECTION

The Official Moathly Publication of the Greater Marathon Chamber of Commerce

Chamber After Hours
February 14th - 5:30pm-7:30pm

Live music, great food & drink, raffles and more!

Membership Luncheon
February 20th - 12pm-1pm

AN,

BlieMhfers

$16 Please RSVP to
erika@floridakeysmarathon.com or 305-743-5417

Please welcome our new members!

(DI of Monroe- Chamber Member
239 Tarpon St.
Tavernier, FL 33070
305-833-7397
Contact: Don Peacock
cdiofmonroe@outlook.com
https://cdiofmonroe.com/

Please welcome our New Chamber
& Visitor Center Member

La Chapina Restaurant
11524 Overseas Hwy, Suite 1
Marathon, FL 33050
Contact: Robert Cabrera
305-396-7190
Robertcabrera330@gmail.com

Chamber Ambassadors: Mike Puto, Sandra Bradshaw, Julie Johnson, Christina McIntyre, Kristina Helms, Tina Reichard & Sandra Lee John




Chamber Member Recap
New Members This Month: 2
Total Members: 525

Member Referral Program:

Visitor Center Recap
New Members: 4
Total Members: 77

Monthly Stats
December 2023
Total Visitors: 1018
Daily Average: 31
Top State: Florida
Top Countries: Canada
Without Reservations: 23%

Anytime a current member of the
Chamber successfully refers another
business to join, they will receive $25

in “Chamber Bucks!” Chamber Bucks

can be used to attend monthly luncheon
meetings or for advertising opportunities
through our website or newsletter.

Events:

Please let us know about upcoming events
or community news for our newsletter,
social media pages and online calendar.
Or submit your own events to our online
calendar.

Visit www.floridakeysmarathon.com

and Click to Submit Your Event or

contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com

CHAMBER
BUCKS!

Any current member of the Chamber
that successfully refers another business to join,
will receive $25 in “Chamber Bucks!”
Chamber Bucks can be used to attend monthly
luncheon meetings or for advertising opportunities
through our website or newsletter.

New/Current Member Orientation:

We want to ensure you are able to take full
advantage of your chamber membership.
Please set up a Member Orientation with Erika
to learn more about how you can maximize your

membership with us and utilize member benefits
that will help you and your business.
Contact Laura for more info:
membership@floridakeysmarathon.com
305-743-5417

Executive Membership Circle

Starfish Level

Sealfarer Realty

Angelfish Level
First Horizon Bank
First State Bank
Florida Keys Media
Isla Bella Beach Resort
Florida Keys Electric Co-0Op
Faro Blanceo Resarl
5 Star Alr
Haoawks Cay
MillionAir

Seahorse Level
Cenfennial Bank
Keys Federal Credit Unlon
D' Asign Source
Marlin Bay Resorl & Marina
Fisherman's Communifty Hospital
Weekly Newspaper
Dalphin Connection
Wolle/5tevens PLLC
Mt. Sinal Cardicloegy of the Keys
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Cenler
The Tackle Box

Additional opportunities to advertise
to Chamber members and visitors include:

Monthly Travel Email Blast

Our Travel email blast goes out to a growing list of visitors (5,700+
including travel writers) The email blast will consist of up to 20 business
listings (includes picture/logo, contact info and website link) upcoming
events and featured business spotlight. This blast is a great way to get
noticed by travel writers and potential visitors. The cost is only $35/month
to participate. Contact (305) 743-5417 or info@floridakeysmarathon.com

Newsletter Ad or Flyer
Take advantage of our advertising opportunities with a flyer or ad space!
(ontact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com for pricing

Member Email Blast

We will send your email/flyer to all of our Chamber members and their
staff (1,400+ recipients) Cost is $50/email and you chose the date and
frequency of the blast. Contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com for an
application

Events

Please let us know about upcoming events or community news for our
newsletter, social media pages and online calendar. Or submit your own
events to our online calendar. Visit www.floridakeysmarathon.com and
(lick to Submit Your Event or contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com



MARATHON NEWS, EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

Florida Keys Brewing Co. 81611 Old Hwy Islamorada (305) 664-9722
Baygrass Bluegrass Fest 2024

Jan.12-14

**%%FREE EVENT****

3 days of MUSIC, BEER and FOOD!

Bluegrass Festival in the Beer Garden with headliner Grass is Dead!
Pet and Family friendly!

Friday: Snowbird Street Band 1:30 - 5

Hare of the Dawg 6 -10

Saturday: Micah & the Barstool Sailors 1-5

The Wondering Hours 6 -10

Sunday: Lowground Band 1-4

Grass is Dead 6-10

Florida Keys Brewing Co. 81611 Old Hwy Islamorada (305) 664-9722

Fat Tuesday in Islamorada

Feb. 13th 5-10

*%%% EREE EVENT ****

5-9PM

Music: Lady A and the Blues Band 5-9 in the Beer Garden!!

Food: MEAT Eatery will be serving up traditional Cajun Cuisine 4-9pm
and Taco Jalisco will be open till 830ish.

Face Painting 4-8pm

5-8pm Girl Scout Cookies and Beer Paring!

$16 gets you a pre selected flight of five paired with

5 delicious Girl Scout cookie! Girl Scouts will also be selling cookies!!
Beads, beads and more beads!! Plenty of your favorite Mardi Gras beads will
be given out for FREE!!

Florida Keys Brewing Co. 81611 Old Hwy Islamorada (305) 664-9722

9th Anniversary Party & Iguana Races

Feb. 18th 12-10pm

**%XFREE EVENT****

Celebrating 9 years of brewing the local beer! LIVE MUSIC 1-10pm The
Carousers 1-5 and Dark Side of the Sol (Pink Floyd Tribute Band) 6-10
****¥|GUANA RACES 5PM**** Face Painting 1-6pm All day food trucks

and drink specials. Cheers to 9 years of local beer! Florida Keys Brewing Co.
81611 0ld Hwy Islamorada (305) 664-9722

St. Patricks Day

March 17th 5-10pm

***%XEREE EVENT****

LIVE IRISH MUSIC in the Beer Garden!! McKimball and MacBacen will

be serenading the Beer Garden 6-10pm. Traditional Irish cuisine served
up by MEAT Eatery 1-7pm. Plenty of Irish drink and beer specials. Come
celebrate St. Patricks Day with the Florida Keys Brewing Co.

81611 0ld Hwy Islamorada (305) 664-9722

Chamber After-Hours - February 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Marathon Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours

Business After Hours: 100+ in attendance/month Members-only free event
Raffles, family fun, networking, and more Normally every 2nd Wednesday
of the Month. 5:30 - 7:30 pm Not a member yet? Call Laura! She can help get
you joined! 305-743-5417 Location: Crane Point

Chamber Luncheon - February 20 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

Luncheon

Luncheons: 50+ in attendance/month Members-only event

Keynote speaker each month on a business-related topic. Normally every
3rd Tuesday of the Month. 12:00 - 1:00 pm $16 per person Please RSVP to
Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com Not a member yet? Call Laura! She can
help get you joined!

305-743-5417 Location: TBD

February 17 @ 8:00 am - February 18 @ 5:00 pm

Ocean Dreams Healing Center Health Fest

Tipsy Trolley (Karaoke) — 2/01/24- 2/22/24 @ 6:00pm

February 1, February 8, February 15 & February 22 @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

TipsY
Trolle?

If you are looking for a fun and unique way to see the sights and enjoy some
good music, this Tipsy Trolley Tour is the way to go! This tour is a great way
to learn little history of the city while enjoying the beautiful waterfront
scenery, and enjoying live music! The tour consists of 3 bars, you will have
the opportunity to learn about local lore about the locations, experience
bars, listen to some live music and of course enjoy your favorite cocktail! Yes
there is Karaoke too! The Tipsy Trolley Happy Hour Tour is a great way to see
the city and have some fun at the same time. It is also a great way to meet
new people and make some memories. Pickup is promptly @ 6:00pm from
Faro Blanco Lighthouse Grill (1998 Overseas Hwy, Marathon FL 33050).
Information regarding the exact 3 bars, and entertainment are announced
on Island trolley Tours facebook page and instagram 7-10 days prior to the
event.

OMNE WEEKEND OMLY
WO VEARS OF ;urnumu|n-_|r

FEBRUARY 2024

ANNUAL VARIETY SHOW & FUNDRAISER

One weekend Only 3 Shows Only - February 2024 8th 9th 10th
LIMITED SEATING!

Tickets $45/ea. before sales tax

DISENCHANTED!!!! Musical Comedy

10 shows

March 14,15,16,21,22,23,24M,28,29,30

LIMITED SEATING!

Doors open at 7pm , Show starts at 8PM Matinee Sunday March 24@3pm
Tickets $28/ea. before sales tax




Membership Luncheon Hosted by Faro Blanco
Photos courtesy of Sandra Lee Photography & Art Studio
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Cirque Ma'Ceo is BACK with a sensational spectacle that will leave you breathless!

Join us for an electrifying extravaganza packed with 5 magnificent days of performances
under the dazzling Big Top at the San Pablo Catholic Church in Marathon!

Brace yourself for a mind-blowing experience like never before! Cirque Ma'Ceo isn't just
a show—it's a revolutionary theatrical phenomenon that defies imagination! Prepare
to be captivated by mesmerizing acrobatic feats, breathtaking aerial artistry, and the
enchanting grace of exotic horses!

Immerse yourself in a world of unparalleled beauty! Witness the most stunning horses
and extraordinary human artists from across the globe come together in an exclusive
universe that will transport you back in time.

Prepare to be awestruck by an up-close and personal experience that will tantalize your
senses and unveil the mesmerizing beauty and mystery of Cirque Ma'Ceo! This is an event
you won't want to miss.

Be sure to Get your Tickets in advance as we sold out all performances last year!

When:

Wednesday 7:00pm
Thursday 7:00pm

Friday 7:00pm

Saturday 5:00pm & 8:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm & 4:00pm

Where:

San Pablo Catholic Church (Grass Field Under Big Top)
550 122 Street

Marathon, FL 33050

Tickets are available in advance by following the link provided.

Our Box Office opens one hour before each performance
We accept Cash & Card.
Parking is free and on-site



5 -7 PM | Thursday, February 8

Join us for a happy hour event benefiting Forgotten Felines of the
Florida Keys.

20% of proceeds benefit Forgotten Felines of the Florida Keys

% #]

FRLLOTTEM

FELINES

Blue Waters Bar & Grill at Courtyard Faro Blanco
2146 Overseas Hwy, Marathon, FL 33050

bluewatersbarandgrill.com | @bluewatersbarandgrill
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PAU3ZUM S RIANTURSE _l"ir\l!.

_business Aller Hour

The Eagle has landed
at the NEW Wild Bird Center!

305-743-9100 | www.cranepoint.net
5550 Overseas Highway (MM50 Gulfside)



2024
KEYSINO

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2024
6:00 - 10:30 PM CITY OF
MARATHON CITY HALL 9805
OVERSEAS HIGHWAY,
MARATHON, FL
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Tickets available at eventbrite.com and Ocean Sotheby's 10055 OS Hwy.
For Sponsorship Opportunities, contact Mallory at 813-846-6759.

“asino Party Nights Flonda, Inc. Business and
Style Sophistication Excellence Tlegance Professional
The Casine gaming tables are provided for entertainment purposes 1"|."I '1. MIE1 ! 1 i 103 ]

only by Casing Party Mights Florida Inc., tel, 954-936-4719,

All Donations and Proceads go to the
BPW Marathon Stacie Kidwaell

Facebook.com/BPWMarathon e Click the Events Tab Memorial Scholarship Fund

WVIUSE be 15 years or older 10 play.,
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OCEAN DREAMS
HEALING CENTER

February 17 & 18, 2024
Key Lurgu Cummumty Park
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RESTORING THE KEYS...

/ """"'*--_H ONE CRACK AT A TIME
> R. HENDRICK
g

SPECIALIZING IN CONCRETE REPAIR

305-664-9300

WWW.RHENDRICKCONSTRUCTION.COM D omsHe I ng.org
CGC #060173




THE COLLEGE OF THE FLORIDA KEYS' FOUNDATION

Presents

SWORDS & TAILS

FRIDAY - MARCH 1°7T 2024 - 6:00 PM

The Islander Rescrt | Cocktails, Fine Keys Cuisine & Dancing | Costumes are encouraged!
Raffle tickets will be provided to those in costumes.

.5- J't' .-,.i%
ﬁ‘ﬂ*éﬁ

CFK.edu/Soiree

Questiona? Please contact Lana Gaspari. Vice President of Advancement. ar J05-809-3214 or lana_gaspari@eth.edu



GENERAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S GLUBS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Who iIs -+ Avolunteer, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
G FWC » 8000 members in 189 dubs across the state

« Dedicated to commmunity improvement by enhancing the lives of others
Flﬂ r i da » Hands-on senice projects, fundraising, education, leadership & friendship

WHY
VOLUNTEER
WITH GFWC
FLORIDA

Ergoy fellowshipana
funwinile senang
others

Each year, GFWC Horida clubwomen participate in 10,000 senace projects, volunteer 800,000 hours
and donate over $35 million in grants, scholarships, monetary and in-kind donations
to communities across Horida

Join a Local Club Start a Club in Your Community Partner With Us

Visitwawwablnwclionidaoraiciubs ¢ i v We collaborate with like

to locate a club near youl o g o ninded non-profits and
' 25 to provide
valualie resources




Shady Palm
Art Gallery

Painting for Beginners
Wednesdays 10:30-1:00
QOutdoors in the Gallery Garden
$35 bring your supplies

$65 supplies included

From color ITHIXITIL] LD COMPOSIcH,
participants will work at thair own pace
while learning the basics of how to
make a great painting

Class mests weak W DECIMNING Sarsuiary

17th- attend as yvour schadule parmits

oupply list provided upon registration

Hegistar at

shadypalmartgallery.com
305 998 4165




RICK LIEDER BAND FEBRUARY 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday @ Wednesday = Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
SKIP JACK ISLABELLA
RESORT BEACH RESORT
6-9 7-10
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
PRIVATE PARTY
MARATHON COCO PLUM
s e | " | e
CLUB
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
6:30-0-30 LOMG KEY 7-10 7=10
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
KCB CLAM
BAKE E;:::ﬁﬁ'ma E;%Z,?;gm PHNJ;{TE errv Béi’%?%‘“;‘;‘m WEDDING KEY
25 26 27 28 29 1 2
KCB CONCERT ISLA BELLA SKIP JACK
IN THE PARK BEACH RESORT |  RESORT
45 7-10 -4




Surprise Them in

Payad,

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS

Create |asting memories this holiday season by gifting
aHawks Cay experience. Treat your friends and family
to seaside dining, soothing spa sessions, thrilling
offshore fishing, and more.

Stop by the Island Time Gift Shop, or call
305.743.7000 to purchase a gift card today!
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HAWES TAY RESOET

Save 10% on Food, Drinks & Spa Services
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Interested in Solar?
Finance with FKEC!

Flonda K : ; nitked o makin
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Indulgr in pockik: cockiaik, 2 srvnry moal or bissful an FREC sclar lvan and make payments through yaur monthly
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i i istar-stvic 2k Calm Wators Spa. Shawus history with FKEC. Reddential members masd have a ménimum

yourwalid Morene County 10 and we' B shae vou a 12-manth clean billing history with FEEC and commescial
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Howr dio | apply? Start by calling FEKEC Memer Service ai

lures you
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RESORT & YACHT CLUB

Architecture - Construction

Remadels - Landscapes = Interior Design
Furmiture & Accessories

2\
Wolte|Stevens

Attorneys at Law

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HEALTH SYSTEM

1 JSYLVESTER

M e -;:;:

Marathun \kf erinary
Hospital

Y g aldaEe =
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5001 Owverseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33050
P: 305-743-7099 F: 305-743-4057

wwrw.marathonwet. com




Housing, Build-Out, & Seafood Commith

LE 4

As we move past the holiday season and a bit further into 2024 we continue to march forward. Your chamber has been busy seeing
a lot of visitors every day in our Marathon Visitor Center, as well as working hard in the chamber back offices.

There is a lot going on county-wide. Our City and County are discussing what to do with the states proposal of providing additional
building allocations. This is in response to us running out of such, thus creating eventual taking cases and liability thereof. Takings cases
occur when a property owner sues our city, county, and state due to not being able to improve their property via building. In our case,
having no more building rights to soon award, we will be liable. The crux of the issue is paying legal fees and damages from potential
takings cases. Asa whole our cities and county has about 8,000 more lots than building rights; now some of these are not suitable for
building, so this number will be lower as we delve deeper into this; but the liability is still there. Stay tuned and keep in touch with us
as needed; your chamber is watching and communicating with elected officials on this matter.

Speaking of building, your chamber board recently voted to support the County’s legislative initiative and bill which would allow for

a one-time use of bed-tax surplus funds (generated from 2021-2022) which would be used specifically for affordable housing projects
throughout the FL Keys. We are excited about this bill and hope it passes through our legislature during this year’s session up in Tallahassee.
Again, please contact me anytime for more info on this bill and initiative.

Lastly, remember next month os the 48th annual Original Marathon Seafood Festival March 9-10! If you are interested in being
an event sponsor, volunteer, or vendor; please contact us ASAP. As you probably know this is Marathon'’s largest annual event,
and we surely cannot do it without our valued sponsors, volunteers, and amazing vendors.

Have a great February everyone, please do remember to send in your membership renewal dues that were mailed out back in December,
online payment is now available for your convenience. We greatly appreciate your membership with us and look forward to continuing to
serve, support, promote, and advocate for your business. Please never hesitate to contact me to help you in any way. Hears to a safe and
profitable February!

Most Respectfully,

-
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CEO, Greater Marathon Chamber of Commerce
(305) 743-5417
ceo@floridakeysmarathon.com
www.FloridaKeysMarathon.com
www.RelocateToTheFloridaKeys.com
www.MarathonSeafoodFestival.com
www.KeysBrewBQ.com




NOW OFFERING
SAME OR NEXT DAY
APPOINTMENTS

EAHDIDLGGY GF THE KEYS
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The cnly by League affillated cardiplogy practice in
South Florida
Clase bo you with twe convenlent locations in the Keys

The best cardiac surgary survival rate in Florida™

Mount Sinai

MEDICAL CENTER

Mount Sinai Cardiology
of the Florida Keys

SiTeiele 305,204.8334
ottt A N D BN MSsmc.com

Fishermen’s Community
Hospital

BAPTIST HEALTH SOUTH FLORIDA
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305-289-9975
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Keyswide / 305-500-5555 / Danielle@5starair.com
www.5starair.com
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SIATE
BANK

Commercial Loans
Commercial Real Estate Loans
| Commercial Lines of Credit
. A = i A e Commercial Construction Loans
Lorl Balley SR e SBA and USDA Loans
SVP/Market Lending Leader
305-504-3779 * LoriB@KeysBank.com

NMLS: 812459 Member FDIC 2 Equal Housing Lender



Robyn Still- Past Chair
The Tackle Box
1901 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-289-0540
TheTackleBox@thetacklebox.com

Teri Hiller- Chair
Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate Co.
11100 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-481-0361
terihiller@cbschmitt.com

Michael Weber- Treasurer
Marriott Fairfield Inn Marathon
13201 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-289-0222
GM.fl.marathon@otohotels.com

Sara Matthis— Chair Elect
Sara’s Estate Sales
58569 Morton St.
Marathon FL 33050
305-240-0074
estatesalesinthekeys@gmail.com

Taylor Quarles-Director
Marathon Garbage Service
4290 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-743-5165
office@marathongarbageservice.com

Blair Shiver-Nealis-Director
Food for Thought
5800 Overseas Hwy STE 23
Marathon, FL 33050
305-743-3297
foodforthought33050@gmail.com

Justin Bruland-Director
JB Fisheries
1199 73" St
Marathon, FL 33050
305-481-4081
jlb06z@my.fsu.edu

Board of Directors
2023-2024

Lavarski Smith- Director
Coca Cola
30801 Avenue A
Big Pine Key, FL 33043
305-731-9985
LaSmith@cocacolaflorida.com

Nettie Mayer- Director
Million Air
9850 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-743-4222
nmayer@millionair.com

Alexia Mann- Secretary
Seafarer Realty
11400 Overseas Hwy, #105
Marathon, FL 33050
305-209-5166
alexia@seafarerrealty.com

Kristin Carlson- Director
Island Physical Therapy
13365 Overseas Hwy, Suite 103
Marathon, FL 33050
305-289-0707
kristinrauch@gmail.com

Tricia Baker-Director
Marathon Lumber & Building Supply
11401 First Street ~ Gulf
Marathon, FL 33050
305-743-3688
tricia@marathonlumber.com

Daniel Samess, CEO
Marathon Chamber of Commerce
12222 Overseas Hwy
Marathon, FL 33050
305-743-5417/cell 305-849-9688
ceo@floridakeysmarathon.com




and BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

CELEBRATING 46 YEARS Sim:a l!l'ﬂ!!
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Hard Place To Find..But Werth The Hunt - MM53 - MARATHON




Please welcome our new AT B et O

team members, we are so AT 305.209.5166
excited to have you aboard!

Danial Marrs

SEAFARER REALTY, LI
11400 OWERSEAS HIGHWEY, #105, MARATHOMN, FL 33050 =)

FOR < 55 25 &~ THINGS.

the other

MARKTHOMN 305-676=-3020 | MIDTOWYM J05-676=3083 | BIG PIME 305-676-3073

il ey subjem oo and popHTy aporeval lare mireses ad e may 2.

MY100BANK.COM | A Home BancShares Company

W ember
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>\ GREATER MARATHON
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MILLION AIR
S

We have expanded!
Making it simple for you...

Bring us your Construction DEbI‘IS
Yard Waste Household Goods ™

—
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'LEGﬁTEDfEH A\fIATIﬁH BLVD BEHIND THE MARATHON AIRPORT

Ffcmecomnr 305 743 5680 AA\AS"T™
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LOW PRICE GUARANTEE Marathon Waste Transfer

www.discountrockandsand.com www.marathonwastetransfer.com




