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Chamber Ambassadors:  Mike Puto, Sandra Bradshaw, Julie Johnson, Christina McIntyre, Kristina Helms & Patti Childress

Please welcome our new members!



50th ANNUAL MARATHON SEAFOOD FEST!!

It’s March, which means the Original Marathon Seafood Festival is here!  We hope to see you all at Marathon Community Park March 
14th & 15th for our 50th (yes 50th) Original Marathon Seafood Festival.  The Marathon Seafood Festival consists of over 13,000 festival 
guests, live entertainment and over 200 vendors, along with art booths, a boat show, kid’s games and rides, and some new additions 
like a bloody-mary and on-the-rocks margarita bar, domestics and craft beers, and great entertainment like Amber Leigh (yes she is 
back), Island Vibe, The Marshall Morlock Band, and more!

The Marathon Seafood Festival brings in thousands of out-of-county guests each year to our Island having a $6,500,000.00+ economic 
impact each year on our businesses and community.  Regarding economic impact and working with our visitors, I am always so proud 
of the great job the staff in our Marathon Chamber & Visitor Center does; especially how well they work with visitors that stop into our 
visitors center, call, or email us asking for information about Marathon and the FL Keys. Most commonly we field questions on what to 
do, where to eat, stay, and play; so we may make their trip a memorable one. 
•	 A Couple Visitor Center Fun Facts: 
•	 Research shows that visitors who stop in the Marathon Visitor Center are likely to extend their stay by an average of three (3)      
                   days; this results in total additional visitor spending (includes accommodations) to the tune of $4.5+ million per year.
•	 7+% of our annual visitor center walk-ins arrive without reservations.
•	 Our customer service ratings are top notch!
•	 Our TripAdvisor rating is a perfect 5.0
•	 Our Google rating is 4.9/5.0

One of the Marathon Seafood Festival’s goals is, other than putting heads-in-beds, is to enhance our visitors’ experience and time here 
in the Islands of Marathon, and while we know the event attracts many to our islands, we want them to come back again. The seafood 
festival helps to do just that and we are proud of this two-fold effect our event has. 

Your Marathon Seafood Festival also allows us and our event partner, the Organized Fishermen of Florida (Marathon Chapter), to give 
back to our great community. Between both our organizations over $60,000.00 in event proceeds find their way back to local not-for-
profits, scholarships for local students, and grants for chamber members (continuing education grants, etc.).  We are equally proud of 
the “local benefits” our event provides, truly making the Marathon Seafood Festival a win-win for all.

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you at the 50th annual Original Marathon Seafood Festival (March 1415)!  If you are interested 
in volunteering please call Amanda at your Marathon Chamber to get signed-up (305-743-5417), and check out our event website as 
well for more info on entertainment and more at www.MarathonSeafoodFestival.com.

Here’s to a healthy, safe, and fruitful 2026!Most Respectfully,

CEO
Greater Marathon Chamber of Commerce
(305) 743-5417
ceo@floridakeysmarathon.com
www.FloridaKeysMarathon.com  
www.KeysBrewBQ.com









New/Current Member Orientation: 

We want to ensure you are able to take full 
advantage of your chamber membership.  

Please set up a Member Orientation with Erika 
to learn more about how you can maximize your 
membership with us and utilize member benefits 

that will help you and your business. 
Contact Amanda for more info: 

membership@floridakeysmarathon.com
305-743-5417

Chamber Member Recap
New Members This Month: 3

Total Members: 541

Visitor Center Recap
Total Members: 65

Monthly Stats
January 2026

Total Visitors: 1612
Daily Average: 42
Top State: Florida

Top Countries: Canada
Without Reservations: 5%

CHAMBER
BUCKS!

Any current member of the Chamber 
that successfully refers another business to join, 

will receive $25 in “Chamber Bucks!”   
Chamber Bucks can be used to attend monthly 

luncheon meetings or for advertising opportunities 
through our website or newsletter.  

Additional opportunities to advertise 
to Chamber members and visitors 

include:

Monthly Travel Email Blast
Our Travel email blast goes out to a growing list of visitors (5,700+ 
including travel writers) The email blast will consist of up to 20 business 
listings (includes picture/logo, contact info and website link) upcoming 
events and featured business spotlight. This blast is a great way to get no-
ticed by travel writers and potential visitors.  The cost is only $35/month 
to participate.  Contact (305) 743-5417 or info@floridakeysmarathon.com   

Newsletter Ad or Flyer
Take advantage of our advertising opportunities with a flyer or ad space! 
Contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com for pricing

Member Email Blast 
We will send your email/flyer to all of our Chamber members and their 
staff (1,400+ recipients) Cost is $50/email and you chose the date and 
frequency of the blast. Contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com for an 
application

Events
Please let us know about upcoming events or community news for our 
newsletter, social media pages and online calendar. Or submit your own 
events to our online calendar.  Visit www.floridakeysmarathon.com and 
Click to Submit Your Event or contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com 

Member Referral Program: 
Anytime a current member of the 
Chamber successfully refers another 
business to join, they will receive $25 
in “Chamber Bucks!” Chamber Bucks 
can be used to attend monthly luncheon 
meetings or for advertising opportunities 
through our website or newsletter.

Events:
Please let us know about upcoming events 
or community news for our newsletter, 
social media pages and online calendar. 
Or submit your own events to our online 
calendar.  
Visit www.floridakeysmarathon.com 
and Click to Submit Your Event or 
contact Erika@floridakeysmarathon.com 



MARATHON NEWS, EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

 March 1st, 2026 | 10AM–5PM
81611 Old Hwy, Islamorada (MM 81.6)
Get ready for an unforgettable day in paradise at the INAUGURAL 
Bacon, Beer & Seafood Festival, brought to you by the Islamorada 
Moose Lodge and Florida Keys Brewing Co.  
FREE PARKING
$5 suggested donation at the entrance
Proceeds benefit local charities, Moose Lodge charities & Coral 
Shores Scholarships
What’s on the menu? EVERYTHING you love!
• Bacon creations  
• Fresh local seafood  
• Handcrafted cocktails  
• A Mini Beer Fest featuring 30 Florida-brewed beers  
Beer sold by the pint — or go all in with an Unlimited Tasting VIP 
Wristband
$40 | 1PM–5PM | Sold day of event
ENTERTAINMENT ALL DAY LONG
• LIVE MUSIC: Lower Mat Cats 11-2 and Coconut Cowboy 2-5
•   High-energy Junkanoo Band at 2PM & 4PM
• Arts & crafts vendors
• Family-friendly fun for all ages
Festival Favorites & Friendly Competition
Bacon Eating Contest
Fish Dip Contest
Cocktail Contest
Conch Shell blowing Contest
Claws for a Cause- Habitat for Humanity
Monday, March 2, 2026 at 2pm-5pm
Event by Keys Fisheries Upstairs Bar
3502 Gulfview Ave Gulfside at the end of 35th St., Marathon, FL, 
United States, Florida 33050
Duration: 3 hr
Happy Hour with heart.  
On Monday, March 2nd from 2–5PM, 20% of all Happy Hour sales 
will be donated to Habitat for Humanity through our Claws for a 
Cause series.
Every drink, every oyster, every claw helps build something bigger 
than all of us.
Let’s raise a glass and help build homes together. 

VENDORS WANTED!
Moosecall2151@gmail.com
305-664-8120
Sunshine, sizzling bacon, ice-cold beer, amazing seafood, 
and nonstop music — this is one festival you DO NOT want 
to miss!

Mark your calendars for March 1st and come hungry!   

KCB Day 2026Sunday, March 1, 2026 at 9AM-4PM
Event by Save-A-Turtle of the Florida Keys
600 W Ocean Dr, Key Colony Beach, 
FL 33051-2000, United States
Duration: 7 hr
Each March, the City of Key Colony Beach celebrates its 
birthday with a fun-filled, one-day community event 
honoring the incorporation of KCB as a city — 
and you’re invited!

Enjoy a full day of:
Live music
Great food
Barracuda races
Arts & crafts
A festive parade
Silent auction
Fun for all ages!

Be sure to stop by the Save-A-Turtle booth, where we’ll be there 
to talk turtles, share sea turtle conservation info, and offer turtle-y 
amazing merchandise that supports protecting our oceans and 
marine life.
Free admission & free parking!
Come celebrate, explore, and enjoy a great day with the community 
— we can’t wait to see you there! 

Flashback to the 80s
Saturday, March 7, 2026 at7pm
Event by Florida Keys Brewing Co
81611 Old Highway, 
Islamorada, FL, United States, Florida 33036
Flashback to the ’80s  
March 7 | 7–10 PM
Free Entry | 21+
Get ready to rewind time and crank the volume   
Step into a neon-soaked ’80s Party Night where the leg 
warmers are high, the hair is higher, and the vibes are totally rad.
Rock your best throwback look—acid-wash denim, leather jackets, 
Madonna lace, Miami Vice pastels, or full-on glam-rock swagger.
DJ TJ keeps the dance floor packed, spinning nonstop ’80s hits—
iconic synths, power ballads, and dance anthems you know by 
heart. Moonwalk, freestyle, sing along, and dance like it’s 1985.
Expect big beats, bold looks, and nonstop nostalgia—because 
when the ’80s take over, subtlety stays home.  

(continued)   
 

   



MARATHON NEWS, EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

Around the World Wine Pairing
Saturday, March 7, 2026 at 4pm-6pm
Event by Florida Keys SPCA
Oceanfront Park
Around the World Wine Pairing
Oceanfront Park, 9805 Overseas Hwy, Marathon
Take your taste buds on an Around the World Wine Pairing 
experience benefiting the Florida Keys SPCA! Join us for an 
elegant afternoon featuring five expert-rated wines (91–95 points) 
thoughtfully paired with delicious light bites—from sushi and spicy 
nuts to brie, sausage bites, and dark chocolate. Sip selections from 
Napa Valley, Germany, France, South Africa, and Chile while enjoying 
a beautiful, breezy oceanfront setting.
Friendly, well-behaved pets are welcome! For everyone’s comfort
 and safety, pets that are disruptive or aggressive will be asked 
to leave the event.
Tickets are $60. 
Click the link to purchase:
 https://fkspca.org/event/around-the-world-wine-pairing/ 

Gina Croce Watercolor Workshop with FKWCS
March 18 at 9AM-March 20 at 4 at 4PM
Event by Florida Keys Watercolor Society
San Pablo Catholic Church
Duration: 3 days
Learn Watercolor from an Award winning self-taught Artist 
willing to share their knowledge. www.fkwcs.com 
786-309-4595 thefkwcs@gmail.com for more info

FOR THE LOVE OF BREADFRUIT
Saturday, March 21, 2026 at 6:30pm
Event by Grimal Grove
Grimal Grove
FOR THE LOVE OF BREADFRUIT! MARCH 21! 
@chefsamchoy coming in from HI to grace us with ALOHA!
 @russellfielding coming in from somewhere tropical to lead
 a tour on his extensive BREADFRUIT knowledge. 
@mutinyislandvodka showcasing what this AMAZING tree 
can really do! @drumsofpolynesia bringing the FIRE for an 
amazing show! CANT WAIT TO HAVE YOU & ALL YOUR FRIENDS! 
Tickets grimalgrove.com !       

March DRAG BINGO: Rainbows!
Sunday, March 22, 2026 at 4pm
Event by Marathon Community Theatre
5101 Overseas Hwy, 
Marathon, FL, United States, Florida 33050
This month's theme: Rainbows
Costumes welcomed but not required!
$12 Admission includes fees
Age 18 and over
Show and Bingo:5PM-7PM
Food and Concessions Open at 4pm 



























CHAMBER LUNCHEON AT LIGHTHOUSE GRILL



CHAMBER LUNCHEON AT LIGHTHOUSE GRILL



AFTER HOURS AT CRANE POINT



AFTER HOURS AT CRANE POINT





YOUR AD HERE












